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MPI Northeastern NY Chapter Installs New Board of Directors 
 
(Albany, NY) - The Meeting Professionals International Northeastern New York Chapter (MPI 
NENY) elected two new officers and two new and two returning members to its board of directors 
on June 17, 2010 during its annual awards celebration held at Gideon Putnam Hotel in Saratoga 
Springs, NY.  
 
MPI NENY’s newly elected officers include Doug McPhee, CMP, CMM of Experient as president; 
and Vanessa LaClair, CMP of the Independent Power Producers of New York as president-elect. 
 
Serving a new two-year term on the board is Debby Goedeke of the Albany County Convention and 
Visitors Bureau, Inc. as vice president of education and Linda Roth of the Hyatt Place Malta as vice 
president of communications and marketing. 
 
Serving another two-year term on the board is Cindy Sullivan, CMP of the Saratoga Hilton as vice 
president of administration, and Addy Waldie, CMP as vice president of finance. 
 
Additional board members for 2010-2011 include Jack Roddy of the Holiday Inn Wolf Road as 
immediate past president and Christine M. Cunningham, CMP, of the Williams Inn as vice 
president of membership. 
 
Several awards were celebrated at the annual meeting including the Professional Excellence in the 
Meeting Industry awarded to Eric DeYoung of CMI Communications. This award is presented to a 
member in recognition of outstanding association/industry contributions, leadership and 
professionalism. The award is based on international and chapter participation, presentations relating 
to the industry in general, articles written in the hospitality industry press, community service and 
industry recognition previously received. 
 
Making a Difference Award was presented to Debby Goedeke of the Albany County Convention 
and Visitors Bureau, Inc. This award recognizes a member doing something that makes a 
difference for their organization or their community. With today’s current economy and world wide 
tragedies, this award recognizes an individual who is making an impact whether socially or 
economically.  
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President’s Award was presented to Heidi Longton, CMP, CMM of Meeting Industry Experts, 
Inc. The outgoing President selects a recipient of this special award to recognize the member for 
their volunteer efforts, and/or their contribution to the awareness, professionalism and growth of the 
meeting industry.  
 
MPI NENY Star of the Year was presented to Tracey Caponera of SUNY Delhi. This member 
award is for dedication to the growth and development of the MPI NENY Chapter.  
 
Meeting Professionals International (MPI), the world’s largest association for the $102.3 billion 
meeting and event industry, is committed to positioning meetings and events as a key strategic 
component of an organization's success.  
 
The MPI of Northeastern New York (MPI NENY) Chapter empowers its members to increase their 
strategic value with education, professional development and business growth opportunities. For 
more information on the benefits of membership, please see our web site at www.mpineny.org or call 
Christine M. Cunningham, CMP at 413-458-9371 or email sales@williamsinn.com.  
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